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The InterContinental Berlin – a profile 

 

A “grande dame” turns 30: the InterContinental Berl in hotel 

on Budapester Strasse opened on 1 December 1978  

 
 

Virtually no other hotel is as closely associated with the history of 

the German capital as the InterContinental Berlin . For 30 years, 

it has been a focus of economic, political and cultural life. The 

InterContinental Berlin opened its doors to its first guests on 1 

December 1978 and has been one of the most successful and 

well-known hotels in Berlin and Germany ever since.  

 

“The 30th anniversary of our establishment obviously gives us 

reason to celebrate, but it also provides an added incentive to 

keep improving the quality built up over three decades and to offer 

our guests the best possible service every day. Looking back is 

thus an opportunity to consider which aspects can be improved 

further, so that every visit to our hotel remains unforgettable. We 

are already designing the rooms of tomorrow and planning future 

investment,” says Willy Weiland, general manager of the 

InterContinental Berlin. 

 

Featuring 584 rooms and suites, the InterContinental Berlin is one 

of the biggest and most prestigious hotels in the German capital. 

Situated in downtown Berlin between the Kurfürstendamm and 

Potsdamer Platz in the embassy district, this luxurious five-star 
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hotel provides event facilities of the highest standard. Its excellent 

reputation is underpinned by highly professional MICE 

management and personalised service. The hotel is owned by 

Hamburg-based Union Investment Real Estate AG, which 

acquired it in 2000 for its open-ended real estate fund UniImmo: 

Deutschland. 

          

 



3 Hamburg, 1 December 2008 

Berlin’s premier venue for events 

With its 37 naturally lit, air-conditioned conference rooms and its 

famous 1,500 square metre Potsdam ballroom – the largest of any 

five-star hotel in the German capital – the InterContinental Berlin is 

the city’s top address for meetings, incentives, conferences and 

events. A pavilion, which creates an exceptional setting for high-

quality events with up to 600 guests, provides 750 square metres 

of additional space – extending the hotel’s function area to a total 

of 5,750 square metres. The hotel has hosted the 

Bundespresseball, a prestigious national gala, for ten years now. 

In 2006, the InterContinental Berlin was awarded the Certified 

Conference Hotel  seal of quality by the German Business Travel 

Association (VDR) and in 2008 was voted Best Business Hotel in 

Germany  for the fifth time by Der Feinschmecker, a leading travel 

and lifestyle magazine. 

 

World-class security 

Due to the excellent service and world-class security standards 

provided at the InterContinental Berlin, guests include statesmen 

from all over the world such as Vladimir Putin and Ehud Olmert. 

The 200 square metre presidential suite, first used by former US 

President Bill Clinton in 1998, is equipped with bulletproof 

windows, doors and walls. A similar combination of luxury and 

comprehensive security is also a feature of the 70 rooms and 

suites that comprise the exclusive Club InterContinental . This 

“hotel within a hotel” boasts personalised service, special entrance 

security and dedicated check-in facilities. 
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Fine dining and cocktail sophistication 

The culinary skills of head chef Thomas Kammeier have earned 

one Michelin star and 18 Gault Millau points for Hugos  restaurant. 

The views of Berlin from the 14th floor here are equally 

spectacular. L.A. Cafe , the hotel restaurant, serves authentic 

Chinese food and a diverse range of international dishes. For pure 

entertainment, the stylish Marlene Bar  offers live music and over 

120 cocktails. During the annual ITB Berlin, a leading international 

travel trade show, it becomes the city’s party venue of choice. 

 

Willy Weiland’s team is also pioneering in terms of catering: 

Catering’s Best by InterContinental  has become Germany’s 

most successful and biggest hotel caterer under Weiland’s 

leadership. In November 2008, Catering’s Best organised the 

annual gala for the German AIDS Foundation for the 15th time in a 

row. Due to his commitment and wealth of ideas, Willy Weiland 

has received numerous industry awards since taking over as 

general manager of the InterContinental Berlin in 1991. In 2007, 

he was named “Manager of the Year” by the expert jury of leading 

trade publication Allgemeine Hotel- und Gastronomie Zeitung. The 

German version of Vanity Fair also chose Weiland as its “Hotel 

Manager of the Year” in November 2008. 
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1,000 square metres of space to relax 

The impressive Vitality Club  health and fitness centre extends 

over 1,000 square metres, inviting the visitor to relax and unwind. 

Comprising several saunas, a haman, whirlpool, large swimming 

pool and a fitness centre which is open 24 hours a day, the 

facilities have been recognised with a European Design Award.  

 

 

InterContinental Hotels & Resorts  is a brand of InterContinental 

Hotels Group  PLC, which is headquartered in Denham near London. 154 

InterContinental Hotels & Resorts in more than 65 countries – including 

six in Germany – offer exceptional comfort, a pleasurable atmosphere 

and excellent service to promote a sense of well-being among guests.  

  

The British InterContinental Hotels Group  PLC (IHG) [LON:IHG, 

NYSE:IHG (ADRs)] is the world’s largest hotel group by number of rooms. 

IHG owns, manages, leases or franchises, through various subsidiaries, 

almost 4,000 hotels and more than 590,000 rooms in nearly 100 countries 

and territories around the world. The Group owns a portfolio of well 

recognised and respected hotel brands including InterContinental® Hotels 

& Resorts, Crowne Plaza®, Holiday Inn® Hotels and Resorts, Holiday Inn 

Express®, Staybridge Suites®, Candlewood Suites® and Hotel Indigo®. 

IHG also manages the world’s largest hotel loyalty programme, Priority 

Club® Rewards, with over 39 million members. 

The IHG portfolio in Germany comprised 66 hotels as at 30 June 2008: 

six InterContinental® Hotels & Resorts, six Crowne Plaza® Hotels & 

Resorts, 41 Holiday Inn® and 13 Express by Holiday Inn® hotels. 

The company pioneered the travel industry’s first collaborative response 

to environmental issues as founder of the International Hotels and 
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Environment Initiative (IHEI). The environment and social sustainability 

remain at the heart of IHG’s global corporate responsibility focus. 

 

IHG has more than 1,700 hotels in its development pipeline, which will 

create more than 150,000 jobs worldwide over the next few years. 

InterContinental Hotels Group PLC is the Group’s holding company and is 

incorporated in Great Britain and registered in England and Wales. 

 

IHG offers information and online reservations for all its hotel brands at 

www.ihg.com and information for the Priority Club Rewards programme at 

www.priorityclub.com. For the latest news from IHG, visit 

www.ihg.com/media. 

 

 

 

 

 

For further press information and digital images contact: 

 

Türkan Arikan 

Director of PR 

InterContinental Berlin 

Budapester Str. 2 

10787 Berlin  

Germany  

Tel: +49 30 2602 1145  

Tuerkan.arikan@ihg.com 

www.berlin.intercontinental.com 
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Union Investment Real Estate AG  

Real Estate Marketing and Communication 

Dr. Susanne Kaschub 

Caffamacherreihe 8 

20355 Hamburg 

Germany 

Tel: +49 40 3491 9139, Fax: +49 40 3491 95139 

E-mail: susanne.kaschub@union-investment.de 

Internet: www.union-investment.com/realestate 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


